
Educational Goals for Aboriginal Students

The Ministry of Education’s Ontario First Nation, Métis, and Inuit Education Policy Framework has 
identified three educational goals to benefit Aboriginal students: 

1. High level of student achievement
2. Reduce gaps in student achievement
3. High levels of public confidence

The Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School Board is please to announce its initiative, Making 
Good Tracks – An Aboriginal Education Project, which is funded by the Ministry of Education. This 
project will help us achieve these goals for Aboriginal students in our school communities. 

High Quality Education for Aboriginal Students in Our Schools

Ensuring that First Nations, Métis, and Inuit students receive the highest quality of education is a 
key goal for our Board. One way to help achieve this goal is to create a Voluntary Aboriginal  
Student Self-Identification policy. 

With this policy, we would be able to collect accurate and relevant information so we can plan more 
effective programs for student success, and provide additional supports for Aboriginal students.

Why is Voluntary Self-Identification Important?

• Our elementary and secondary schools will be able to provide a more supportive, safe and  
 inclusive learning environment for all Aboriginal students 
• We will be able to bring meaningful Aboriginal cultural perspectives and activities into our  
 classrooms
• Aboriginal students will have access to programs that focus on their cultures and traditions
• Teachers and students will become more aware of local Aboriginal history, culture,  
 languages and contributions
• New teaching resources will be designed and used to enhance the learning of all Aboriginal  
 students
• We will report to parents and engage the community on Aboriginal students’ achievements
• Staff will have the opportunity to adopt best practices and develop yearly action plans that  
 focus on enhancing the literacy and numeracy skills of our Aboriginal students to ensure  
 their success
• We will be able to work with First Nation(s) to provide support for their students who are  
 moving into publically funded elementary and secondary schools
• We will be able to foster the leadership skills of Aboriginal student 
• Working together with the larger community, we will provide Aboriginal students with  
 events and activities that encourage good role models, promote the value of education and  
 open up job prospects for their future
• We will purchase credible and authentic Aboriginal resources such as books, software,  
 periodicals and other media and learning materials
• We will encourage Aboriginal students, parents and communities to be involved in  
 promoting student success and building strong relationships  
 within our school communities

•   The Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School Board provides Catholic faith-based  
 learning and quality education to approximately 22,000 students at 52 schools  
 (43 elementary and nine secondary) across the County of Simcoe and District of Muskoka. 

•   Our Board’s 43 elementary schools are located in the following communities:
 Alliston  Brechin  Midland  Angus   
              Colgan   New Lowell  Barrie   Collingwood  
 Orillia   Beeton   Elmvale  Penetanguishene
 Borden   Tottenham  Huntsville  Honey Harbour
 Bracebridge  Innisfil   Wasaga Beach  Victoria Harbour
 Bradford West Gwillimbury       

•   Our nine secondary schools are located in the following communities:
 Barrie   Collingwood         Tottenham
 Midland          Orillia    Bracebridge
 Bradford West Gwillimbury             

•   According to the 2007 Urban Aboriginal Task Force Report, urban centres in our area   
 with the highest Aboriginal population are Barrie, Midland and Orillia with approximately  
 1,300 students under the age of 15 and 1,700 under 25. 
 
•   In 2007, the Ministry of Education introduced the Ontario First Nation, Métis, and Inuit  
 Education Policy Framework, which has identified three educational goals to benefit  
 Aboriginal students: 
    -High Level of Student Achievement
    -Reduce gaps in Student Achievement
    -High Level of Public Confidence
  
•   Ensuring that First Nation(s), Métis, and Inuit students receive the highest quality of  
 education is a key goal for our Board.

•   Through Making Good Tracks, we will work together with the Aboriginal community to  
 promote awareness and appreciation for First Nation, Métis and Inuit history, culture, 
 language and perspectives as well as provide support to Aboriginal students in our  
 elementary and secondary schools.

•   You can find out more about the Ontario First Nation, Métis, and Inuit Education Policy  
 Framework by visiting  www.edu.gov.on.ca.  More information about our Board’s  
 programs and services can be found at www.smcdsb.on.ca
 

Quick Facts  

S i m c o e  M u s k o k a  C a t h o l i c  D i s t r i c t  S c h o o l  B o a r d  
Linda McGregor, Aboriginal Education Specialist (705) 722-3555 ext. 367 or Darren Schmidt Superintendant of Schools, (705) 722-3555 ext. 272


